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IMAGE PROCESSING DEVICE AND METHOD 
BACKGROUND 

[0001] The present invention relates to an image processing device and method for 

removing noise from images that have been captured from a camera mounted on a vehicle or 
other moving object. 

[0002] Fixed pattern noise (FPN) is an unwanted signal component that may be 

constant or slowly changing with time, but might vary spatially, fixed pattern noise may be 
generated in images captured with a CMOS sensor and other image pick-up devices, 
including those mounted on vehicles. It is desirable to remove fixed pattern noise. 

[0003] Japanese Kokai Patent Application No. 2002-344816 discloses an approach 

for removing fixed pattern noise by closing the shutter of an image pick-up device during a 
noise extraction mode. When the shutter is closed, the signal level of the pixels output from 
the image pickup device is extracted as the fixed pattern noise. When the operation mode is 
switched to the correction mode, based on correction data computed from the fixed pattern 
noise extracted in the noise extraction mode, the shutter is opened to remove the noise from 
the image that has been captured. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] It would be desirable to provide a device and method for removing fixed 

pattern noise that would be effective and expedient, and that did not necessarily require that a 
shutter be closed to extract correction data, and that could allow for correction of FPN while 
images are captured on a consecutive or real-time basis. 

[0005] In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, an image processing 

device is provided to removing fixed pattern noise in images captured by image pickup 
device mounted, on a vehicle. The image processing system includes a memory on which is 
stored multiple images captured by the image pickup device while the vehicle is running; and 
a controller adapted to generate correction data by extracting the high spatial frequency 
components from portions of the stored images, and to use the correction data to remove 
fixed pattern noise from images captured by the image pickup device. 
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[0006] In accordance with another aspect of the present invention, an image 

processing method is provided for removing fixed pattern noise from images captured by an 
image pickup device mounted on a vehicle. The method includes storing one or more images 
captured with the image pickup device; extracting the high spatial frequency component 
contained in the stored images; generating correction data for removing the fixed pattern 
noise based on the extracted high spatial frequency component; and using the correction data 
to remove fixed pattern noise from the images captured the image pickup. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION QF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The description herein makes reference to the accompanying drawings 

wherein like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the several views, and wherein: 

[0008] Figure 1 is a block diagram of an image processing device according to a first 

embodiment of the invention; 

[0009] Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating a specific example of the stored images in 

the first embodiment; 

[0010] Figure 3 A is a graph of luminance output value at each pixel horizontal 

position along a lateral line of a stored image in the first embodiment, when FPN is 
generated; 

[0011] Figure 3B is a graph of luminance output value at each pixel horizontal 

position along a lateral line of a stored image in the first embodiment, when FPN is not 
generated; 

[0012] Figure 3C is a graph of the FPN component value extracted from the 

luminance output value shown in Figure 3A, plotted for each pixel horizontal position along 
the lateral line of the stored image; 

[0013] Figure 4 is a flow chart illustrating the operation of the image processing 

device shown in Figure 1; 

[0014] Figure 5 is a flow chart illustrating the method of operation of an image 

processing device in accordance with a second embodiment of the invention; 
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[0015] Figure 6 is a block diagram of an image processing device according to a third 

embodiment of the invention; 

[0016] Figure 7A shows an image in which an edge in a stored image has been 

extracted through binarization; 

[0017] Figure 7B shows the image of Figure 7A after it has been subjected to a line- 

thinning processes; 

[0018] Figure 7C shows the image of Figure 7B after it has been expanded to a fixed 

width; 

[0019] Figure 8 shows an exemplary image of objects, including a car, a wiper blade 

and a wall, captured by the image processing device shown in Figure 6; 

[0020] Figure 9 shows an example of images stored by the image processing device 

shown in Figure 6 ; 

[0021] Figure 10 is a flow chart illustrating the method of operation of the image 

processing device shown in Figure 6; 

[0022] Figure 1 1 is a block diagram of an image processing device according to a 

fourth embodiment of the invention; 

[0023] Figure 12 is a graph of FPN correction data extracted from an image taken in 

bright light, and an FPN correction data extracted from an image in low light, along with a 
straight line therebetween, in accordance with the fourth embodiment shown in FIG. 1 1 ; 

[0024] Figure 13 is flow chart illustrating the method of operation the image 

processing device shown in Figure 11. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

First Embodiment 

[0025] Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of an embodiment of 

the vehicle-mounted image processing device as the first embodiment of the present 
invention. In this case, vehicle-mounted image processing device 100 is carried on a vehicle, 
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and it is composed of a camera 101 for taking pictures in front of the vehicle itself, image 
memory 102 for storing the images that have been captured with the camera 101, controller 
103 for executing an image process to be explained later to remove the noise of the images, 
monitor 104 for displaying the images, and vehicle speed sensor 105 for detecting the speed 
of the vehicle itself. 

[0026] Camera 101 has, e.g., a CMOS sensor as the image pickup element, and, when 

movement of the vehicle itself is detected based on the output from vehicle speed sensor 105, 
images in front of the vehicle are captured consecutively at a prescribed time interval At. The 
images captured during operation of the vehicle are displayed on monitor 104, and, at the 
same time, they are output to image memory 102, and are stored as stored images to be 
explained later. In this case, a fixed pattern noise (FPN) is usually generated in images 
captured with a CMOS sensor. Consequently, it is necessary to remove such noise. As will be 
explained later, controller 103 extracts FPN correction data from the images stored in image 
memory 102 to perform FPN correction to remove the noise. 

[0027] Controller 103 reads the stored images from image memory 102. For the 

stored images, while the vehicle is operation, the images in front of the vehicle captured 
consecutively by camera 101 at a prescribed time interval are superimposed and stored. As 
shown in Figure 2, the images have an unclear shape or contour, that is, the images are 
blurred. A region divided in the horizontal direction for the images of the stored images 2b is 
set as lateral line 2c. The lateral line 2c has a height of a prescribed number of pixels, such as 
1 pixel, in the image vertical direction. Figure 3 is a diagram illustrating the results of the 
luminance output value at the positions of the various pixels in the horizontal direction in the 
region on stored images 2b surrounded by the lateral line 2c. 

[0028] As shown in Figure 3(a), in the graph illustrating the characteristics of the 

luminance output value with respect to the pixel position in the horizontal direction on lateral 
line 2c, usually, the high-frequency component as indicated by symbol 3a is detected at a 
prescribed pixel position due to generation of FPN. In the lateral line 2c, if FPN is not 
generated, because stored images 2b are blurred images, they are images free of a high spatial 
frequency component, and they are expected to have the characteristics shown in Figure 3(b). 
In consideration of this fact, for the characteristics of the luminance output value with respect 
to the pixel position in the horizontal direction of lateral line 2c shown in Figure 3(a), when a 
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high-pass filter (HPF) is applied to extract the high spatial frequency component in lateral 
line 2c, as shown in Figure 3(c), it is possible to extract only the FPN component with respect 
to the pixel position in the horizontal direction of lateral line 2c. 

[0029] Consequently, by extracting the high spatial frequency component for each 

lateral line 2c with respect to the overall stored images 2b, it is possible to extract the FPN 
component generated in the pixel unit in stored images 2b. With the extracted FPN 
component of pixel unit as the FPN correction data, FPN correction is performed for the 
images captured consecutively with camera 101. That is, the difference between each of the 
images captured consecutively with camera 101 and the FPN correction data is computed, 
and the computing result is output as the image after FPN correlation to monitor 104. As a 
result, it is possible to remove the fixed pattern noise from the images captured and to display 
them on monitor 104. Also, in the first embodiment, when commencement of operation of the 
vehicle is detected based on the output from vehicle speed sensor 105, the FPN correction is 
executed with a prescribed time interval of, e.g., 1 sec. 

[0030] Figure 4 is a flow chart illustrating the process of vehicle -mounted image 

processing device 100 in the first embodiment. The processing shown in Figure 4 is executed 
by controller 103 when the ignition switch of the vehicle is turned ON and the power source 
of vehicle-mounted image processing device 100 is turned ON. In step SIO, a decision is 
made as to whether the vehicle has begun operation based on the output from vehicle speed 
sensor 105. When it is decided that the vehicle itself has started operation, the process goes to 
step S20. In step S20, storage of the images captured with camera 101 in image memory 102 
is started. That is, the images captured consecutively with camera 101 are superimposed and 
stored to obtain stored images 2b. Then, the process goes to step S30, and reading of stored 
images 2b from image memory 102 is started. The flow then goes to step S40. 

[0031] In step S40, the lateral line 2c is set with respect to read stored images 2b, and 

the process goes to step S50. In step S50, the luminance output value at each pixel position in 
the horizontal direction in lateral line 2c is computed. Then the process goes to step S60, in 
which HPF is applied to the characteristics of the luminance output value with respect to the 
pixel position in the horizontal direction in lateral line 2c, and the FPN component is 
extracted with respect to the pixel position in the horizontal direction in lateral line 2c. Then 
the process goes to step S70, and a decision is made as to whether the process of step S50 and 
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step S60 has been performed for all stored images 2b. When it is decided that the process has 
not been finished for all stored images 2b, the process of step S50 and step S60 is repeated 
until completion of the process for all stored images 2b. When the process is considered 
complete for all stored images 2b, it then goes to step S80. 

[0032] In step S80, as explained above, extracted FPN component is used as the FPN 

correction data, and the FPN correction is performed for the images captured consecutively 
with camera 101. Then the process goes to step S90, and a decision is made as to whether the 
prescribed time set as the interval for execution of the FPN correction has elapsed. When it is 
decided that the prescribed time has not elapsed, the process stops at step S90 until the 
prescribed time has elapsed. When it is determined that the prescribed time has elapsed, the 
process goes to step SIOO. 

[0033] In step SIOO, a decision is made as to whether the ignition switch of the 

vehicle is OFF. If it is not OFF, the process returns to step S30, and the process is repeated. 
On the other hand, if it is decided that the ignition switch is OFF, the process goes to step 
SI 10. In step SIIO, storage of stored images 2b is completed, stored images 2b stored in 
image memory 102 are deleted, and the process comes to an end. 

[0034] In the first embodiment, the following operation and effects can be realized. 

[0035] (1) Based on the stored images obtained by superimposing the images 

captured consecutively with camera 101, FPN correction data are extracted, and FPN 
correction is performed for the images captured. As a result, it is possible to obtain FPN 
correction data while the images are captured, so extraction of the correction data in real time 
is possible. 

(2) Based on the FPN correction data computed in real time as 
aforementioned, FPN correction is executed. As a result, correction is possible always with 
the newest FPN correction data for FPN that is prone to variation in temperature and to 
variation over time. Consequently, it is possible to output images with high image quality and 
little noise. 
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(3) Because the FPN correction data are computed based on the stored 
images captured consecutively with camera 101, there is no need to carry any dedicated 
equipment for computing the FPN correction data, and this cuts the cost. 

(4) When operation of the vehicle is detected, storage of the stored images 
is started, and the storage continues until the ignition switch of the vehicle is OFF. Asa result, 
the longer the time period from commencement of operation, the greater the image-sample 
base of stored images, so that it is possible to obtain enough blurred images to thereby 
improve the precision of the computed FPN correction data. 

Second Embodiment 

[0036] In the first embodiment, after the vehicle starts operation, the images captured 

consecutively with camera 101 for the scene in front of the vehicle at a prescribed time 
interval of At are stored to obtain stored images until the vehicle stops. In the second 
embodiment, however, the behavior of the vehicle with the image processing device carried 
on it, such as yawing and cornering, is monitored. When yawing takes place in the vehicle 
itself, variation in the images captured consecutively in the lateral direction becomes 
significant. Consequently, in order to be able to take sufficient blurred images in a short 
storage time, the optimum storage time of the picked up images for obtaining the stored 
images is computed based on the yawing rate detected at this time. 

[0037] Then, only in the computed storage time, are the images stored in image 

memory 102, and, based on the stored images obtained in this case, in the first embodiment, 
the FPN correction data are computed and FPN correction is executed for the images as 
explained above. Regarding the block diagram shown as Figure l, the specific example of the 
stored images shown in Figure 2, and the actual example of the graph showing luminance 
output values at the various pixel positions in the horizontal direction in lateral line 2c shown 
in Figure 3, the state is the same as that in the first embodiment, so their explanation will not 
be repeated. 

[0038] Controller 103 computes the movement distance of the object on the images 

from the plural frames of images captured consecutively with camera 101, and, if the 
computed movement of the object in the lateral direction exceeds a prescribed level, yawing 
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of the vehicle itself is detected. In this case, it computes the yawing rate. Based on the 
computed yawing of the vehicle itself, the storage time is computed using following formulas 
(1) and (2). That is, if the storage time is AT and the computed yawing is A6, movement 9 of 
the images during the storage time AT in company with yawing of the vehicle itself is 
computed using following formula (1). 

G = A0- AT - • • { 1 ) 

[0039] Also, if the image pickup angle of camera 101 is <(), and the number of pixels 

in the horizontal direction of the image pickup element (CMOS sensor) isN, pixel number M 
stored in stored images 2b in company with yawing of the vehicle itself is computed using 
following formula (2). 

M= (0/<|> ) • N = (A0 -AT / <|>) # N* • • ( 2 ) 

[0040] Pixel number M stored in stored images 2b in company with yawing of the 

vehicle itself computed using formula (2) represents the blurring degree of the images. 
Consequently, storage time AT is determined such that M becomes similar to a prescribed 
value (>1). Also, the prescribed value for approximating M is the value needed for obtaining 
sufficient blurred images for computing the FPN correction data, and it is set corresponding 
to the value of yawing rate A9. As a result, it is possible to compute the optimum value of 
storage time AT corresponding to the behavior of the vehicle during storage of stored images 
2b. 

[0041] Figure 5 is a flow chart of the process of vehicle-mounted image processing 

device 100 in the second embodiment. In the process shown in Figure 5, after the ignition 
switch of the vehicle is turned ON, the power source of vehicle-mounted image processing 
device 100 is turned ON, and the process is executed with controller 103. Also, in Figure 5, 
the same step numbers as those in the first embodiment shown in Figure 1 are adapted, so that 
only the different features will be explained. In step SI 1, a decision is made as to whether 
yawing takes place in the vehicle itself. If it is decided that yawing took place in the vehicle 
itself, the process goes to step Sl2. 
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[0042] In step SI 2, the yawing rate of the vehicle itself is computed, and, as 

explained above, by formulas (1) and (2), the optimum value of storage time AT is computed 
corresponding to the value of A0 that has been computed. Then the process goes to step S20, 
and storage of stored images 2b is started. Then, the process goes to step S21. In step S21, a 
decision is made as to whether the computed storage time AT has elapsed. If it is decided that 
storage time AT has elapsed, the process goes to step S22. In step S22, storage of stored 
images 2b comes to an end, and the process goes to step S30. 

[0043] Also, in step S71, based on stored images 2b stored during storage time AT, 

the FPN component is extracted, and the FPN correction data are computed. Then, because 
stored images 2b stored in image memory 102 are not needed, they are deleted. Then, when it 
is detected again in step SI 1 that yawing took place in the vehicle itself, based on the storage 
time computed corresponding to the yawing rate in this case, stored images 2b are again 
stored. 

[0044] In the second embodiment explained above, in addition to the effects of the 

first embodiment, the following operation and effects can be realized. 

[0045] (1) Storage of images is performed only when yawing takes place in the 

vehicle itself. As a result, when yawing takes place in the vehicle, because the variation in the 
images captured consecutively in the lateral direction is large, it is possible to obtain 
sufficient blurred images in a short storage time. 

[0046] (2) Storage time AT is determined such that number of pixels M stored in 

stored images 2b in company with yawing of the vehicle itself as computed using formula (2) 
is near a prescribed value (>1) preset corresponding to the value of yawing rate A0. As a 
result, it is possible to compute the optimum value of storage time AT corresponding to the 
behavior of the vehicle while stored images 2b are stored. 

[0047] (3) Because only the images during the computed storage time are stored 

in image memory 203, it is possible to reduce the size of the stored images, and it is possible 
to reduce the size of the images as the image processing object. Consequently, it is possible to 
increase the processing speed. 
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Third Embodiment 

[0048] With the third embodiment, when the vehicle windshield wipers are on, only 

the area in which the wiper appears is extracted from the images captured and stored images 
are obtained on which the extracted area is superimposed. Then FPN correction data are 
extracted from the stored images by executing image processing explained below, and FPN 
correction is performed to remove noise. 

[0049] Figure 6 is a block diagram showing the construction of an embodiment of a 

vehicle-mounted image processing device in a third embodiment. In Figure 6 the same 
symbols are assigned for the same components as those in Figure 1 for the first embodiment 
and the explanation will emphasize the differences. Vehicle-mounted image processing 
device 100 is provided with wiper controller 106 that controls operation of the vehicle wipers 
and counter memory 107 that stores the count value for the pixel count explained below. Here, 
the actual examples of graphs showing the luminance output values at each pixel position in 
the horizontal direction on the lateral line shown in Figure 3 are the same as the first 
embodiment, so their explanation is omitted. 

[0050] With the third embodiment, when an input device, not shown, is operated by 

the user and execution of FPN correction is instructed, controller 103 controls wiper 
controller 106 to start operation of the wipers. Then while the wipers are operating, only the 
areas in which the wipers appear are extracted from the frames captured by camera 101 and 
are stored in image memory 102 while superimposing the extracted areas. Note that execution 
of FPN correction, rather than starting when instructed by the user, could be executed at a 
prescribed timing at fixed time intervals. 

[0051] In this embodiment, the speed of movement is calculated based on the images 

of objects present in the images and, as explained below, taking into account that the speed of 
movement based on the images of the wipers in the images and the speed of movement based 
on the images of other objects present in front of the vehicle differ greatly due to their 
different distances from camera 101, the area in which the wipers appear is extracted from the 
images. 
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[0052] First, the speed of movement of objects present in the images is calculated 

based on the images and the optical flow representing the direction of movement and speed 
of movement of objects in the picked-up images as vectors is calculated as follows. That is, 
the edges of objects present in the images are extracted by binarization using a prescribed 
threshold value for picked-up images captured by camera 101. A line-thinning process is 
performed for the extracted edges in the images to accurately find the centers of the edges. 
Then the thinned edges are expanded so that the edge width will be a fixed width, for 
example, 3 pixels. By normalizing extracted edges in this way, an edge image in which each 
image has a uniform thickness can be obtained. 

[0053] Note that Figure 7 shows an actual example of the entire process for 

normalizing the extracted edges to obtain edge images. That is, line thinning is performed for 
the edges obtained by binarization shown in Figure 7(a) to obtain the edge after line thinning 
shown in Figure 7(b). Then the thinned edge is expanded to produce a fixed-width in the edge 
as shown in Figure 7(c). 

[0054] Next, the count value for the pixel counter corresponding to the pixel where 

the edge is situated within the current edge images within the pixel counters stored in counter 
memory 107 is updated. The pixel counter is a counter corresponding to each pixel of an edge 
image, 1 is added to the count value for the pixel corresponding to the pixel where the edge is, 
and the count value of the pixel counter corresponding to a pixel in which there is no edge is 
initialized at 0. By updating the counter value for each frame captured consecutively by 
camera 101 with a pixel in which the edge presence time is long, the count value will be large, 
and with a pixel in which the edge presence time is short, the count value will be small, 

[0055] Then, the difference in edge presence times is calculated by finding the 

difference between the count values for pixel counters corresponding to individual pixels 
adjacent laterally in an edge image and the time required for the edge to move by 1 pixel is 
obtained. Then by obtaining the inverse of that value, the speed in the lateral direction within 
the image space at each pixel can be calculated. The speed in the lateral direction within the 
image space at each pixel corresponds to the speed in the lateral direction of the edge 
included at each pixel. The speed of an edge in the vertical direction can also be calculated by 
looking at individual pixels adjacent in the vertical direction and performing the same 
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processing. With this, speed information for an edge at each pixel on an image, that is, the 
direction of movement and the speed of movement of the edge, can be calculated. 

[0056] The optical flow representing the direction of movement and the speed of 

movement of an object on an image calculated with the process above as a vector is 
calculated, and based on the optical flow, the area in which the wiper appears is extracted 
from the image. That is, taking into account that the speed of movement based on the images 
of the wiper in the images and the speed of movement based on the images of other objects 
present in front of the vehicle differ greatly as explained above, the area in which the wiper 
appears is extracted from the images. 

[0057] For example, letting the focal distance of camera 101 be 1, the distance from 

the focus position of camera 101 to an object present in an image be Z, the width of an object 
in real space be r, and the width of an object on an image be x, the relational expression 
shown in following Formula (3) is given. 

x=( 1/Z)Xr' ' ' (3) 

Then, differentiating Formula (3) over time t, the speed of movement of an 
object in the images is obtained with following Formula (4). 

dx/dt = (1/Z)*dr/df ## (4) 

[0058] From Formula (4), it can be seen that the speed of the object in the images is 

inversely proportional to distance Z from the focal position of camera 101 to the object 
present in the images and is proportional to the speed of the object in real space. For example, 
consider when wall 8a, another vehicle 8b moving forward in front of this vehicle, and wiper 
8c are present in the picked-up image as shown in Figure 8 . In this case, the distance from the 
focal position of camera 101 to the other vehicle 8b is 10 m, its the other vehicle's speed in 
real space is 100 km/h (« 27 m/sec) and the distance from the focal position of camera 101 to 
wiper 8c is 10 cm. Assuming the speed in real space to be 1 m/sec, from Formula (2), the 
speed of movement vl of the other vehicle 8b based on the images and the speed of 
movement v2 of wiper 8c based on the images are calculated by following Formulas (5) and 
(6). 
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v1 = 27 / 10 = 2.7- • ■ (5) 
v2e 1 / 0 . 1= 10- . (6) 

[0059] From the results calculated by Formulas (5) and (6), it can be seen that speed 

of movement v2 of wiper 8c on the images under the conditions is detected to be about 3 
times faster than the speed of movement vl of the other vehicle 8b on the images. 
Considering that even for an object moving at high speed at an extremely short distance in 
real space, such as the other vehicle 8b that travels at a point 10 m in front of this vehicle at a 
speed of 100 km per hour in this way, on the images, only a speed of movement about 1/3 of 
the wiper speed is detected, so an object for which the detected speed of the object based on 
the images is above a prescribed threshold value, for example, 5 m/sec, can be determined to 
be a wiper. Therefore, in the optical flow, by extracting the area in which the speed of 
movement of the edges included in the pixels is above a prescribed threshold value, the area 
in which a detected edge is included can be extracted from the wiper, and the area in which 
the wiper appears can be extracted from the picked-up images. 

- [0060] By continuing to store the area extracted from the frames in which the wiper 

appears in this way superimposed in image memory 102 as described above, a uniform black 
image can be obtained as stored image 9a as shown in Figure 9. Specific pixels, for example, 
lateral line 9b that has a height of 1 pixel, are set for the image vertical direction for stored 
image 9ajust as in the first and second embodiments. Stored image 9a, which is a uniform 
black image, is an image corresponding to the stored image 2 b in the first and second 
embodiments, that is, a blurred image, so that calculating the luminance output value at each 
pixel position in the horizontal direction in the area on stored image 9a enclosed by lateral 
line 9b will be as shown in abovementioned Figure 3. 

[0061] Therefore, by applying a high pass filter (FTPF)tothe luminance output value 

characteristics for a pixel position in the horizontal direction on lateral line 9b shown in 
Figure 3(a) and extracting the high spatial frequency component within lateral line 9b just as 
in the first embodiment, only the FPN component for a pixel position in the horizontal 
direction within lateral line 9b can be extracted as shown in Figure 3(c). 

[0062] Thus, if the high spatial frequency component is extracted for each lateral line 

9b for all of stored image 9a, FPN components generated in pixel units in stored image 9a can 
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be extracted. FPN correction is performed for the picked-up images captured consecutively 
by camera 101 using the extracted pixel unit FPN component as FPN correction data. That is, 
the difference between the picked-up images captured consecutively by camera 101 and the 
FPN correction data is calculated and the calculated result is output to monitor 104 as an 
image after FPN correction. With this, fixed pattern noise can be removed from the picked-up 
images and picked-up images are displayed on monitor 104. Note that in this embodiment, 
FPN correction is assumed to be executed at prescribed time intervals, for example, 1-second 
intervals, after wiper operation is started. 

[0063] Figure 10 is a flow chart showing the process of vehicle-mounted image 

processing device 100 in the third embodiment. The process shown in Figure 10 is executed 
by controller 103 when an input device, not shown, is operated by the user and starting of 
FPN correction is instructed. Note that in Figure 10, the same step numbers are assigned to 
the same processing content as the process in the first embodiment shown in Figure 4 and the 
explanation will emphasize the differences. Also, as described above, execution of FPN 
correction, rather than starting when instructed by the user, could be executed at a prescribed 
timing at fixed time intervals. 

[0064] At step Sl3, wiper controller 106 is controlled, wiper operation is started, and 

the process advances to step SI 4. At step S14, the area in which the wiper appears (wiper 
area) is extracted from the picked-up images as described above and storage in image 
memory 102 is started. That is, the wiper area extracted from the images captured 
consecutively by camera 101 is stored and superimposed and stored image 9a is obtained. 
Next, the processing advances to step S30 where the same process as for the first embodiment 
is executed for stored image 9a. 

[0065] With the third embodiment explained above, in addition to the operation and 

effects of the first embodiment, effects as described below can be obtained. 

(0066] (1) Only the area in which the wiper appears is extracted from the images 

captured consecutively by camera 101, FPN correction data are extracted based on the stored 
image obtained with that area superimposed, and FPN correction is performed for the stored 
image. With this, FPN correction data can be obtained while images are being captured and 
extraction of correction data in real time is possible. 
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[0067] (2) Because FPN correction data are calculated based on images stored 

with the wiper image superimposed, it is not necessary to mount any special equipment for 
calculating FPN correction data, which is economically beneficial. 

[0068] (3) The range in which the movement speed of an edge in the images is 

above a prescribed threshold value will be detected as an area in which the wiper appears. 
With this, considering that the speed of movement based on the image of the wiper in the 
images is detected to be faster than the speed of movement based on the image of another 
object present in front of the vehicle, the wiper area can be detected with high precision. 

Fourth Embodiment 

[0069] In the fourth embodiment, the FPN correction data computed as described in 

the first through third embodiments are used to correct the offset of the various pixels and the 
scattering of the gain of the images captured consecutively with camera 101. Regarding a 
specific example of the stored images and a specific example of a graph illustrating the 
luminance output value at the various pixel positions in the horizontal direction in lateral 
lines 2c and 9b as shown in Figures 2, 3 and 9, they are the same as that in the first through 
third embodiments, and will not be explained again. 

[0070] Figure 1 1 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of an embodiment of 

the vehicle-mounted image processing device in the fourth embodiment. The same symbols 
as those of the corresponding structural elements in Figure 1 of the first embodiment are 
adapted in this case, so only features with a difference will be explained. In order to simplify 
the explanation, an example of a construction in combination with the first embodiment will 
be explained. However, it is also possible to form a combination with the third embodiment 
shown in Figure 6. The vehicle-mounted image processing device 100 has history memory 
108 that stores as history the characteristics of the luminance output value with respect to the 
pixel position in the horizontal direction for each lateral line 2c in stored images 2b when the 
FPN correction data are computed. 

[0071] In the fourth embodiment, an example of executing the process for each lateral 

line 2c in stored images 2b in the first and second embodiments will be explained, but the 
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process could also be executed for each lateral line 9b in stored images 9a in the third 
embodiment. 



[0072] With a prescribed time interval, controller 103 extracts the characteristics with 

the highest luminance output value and the characteristics with the lowest luminance output 
value for each lateral line 2c of each of the stored images 2b stored in history memory 108. 
That is, the characteristics of the high luminance and the characteristics of the low luminance 
at the position of any lateral line 2c at the same longitudinal position on the image are 
extracted. The characteristics for the high luminance are extracted from, e.g., stored images 
2b that have been stored during operation on good roads in the daytime, and the 
characteristics for the low luminance are extracted from stored images 2b that have been 
stored during operation in, e.g., tunnels. Then, HPF is applied to the extracted characteristics 
for the high luminance and characteristics for the low luminance, respectively, and the FPN 
correction data are computed for the high luminance and low luminance in any lateral line 2c. 

[0073] For the extracted FPN correction data, the FPN correction data of the high 

luminance and the FPN correction data of the low luminance at any pixel are plotted as 
graphics with the X-axis representing the luminance and the Y-axis representing the 
luminance output value. That is, FPN correction data 12a of high luminance and FPN 
correction data 12b of low luminance are plotted on a graph as shown in Figure 12. Then, the 
two plotted points are connected with straight line 12c represented by a linear function with 
following formula (7). 

y = a x + b* • * ( 7 ) 

[0074] Here, in formula (7), as explained above, y represents the luminance output 

value, and x represents the luminance. Also, the relationship among the luminance output 
value, gain, offset and luminance is represented by following formula (8). 

Luminance output value = gain x luminance + offset (8) 

[0075] Consequently, with formulas (7) and (8), a = gain and b = offset, and, by 

computing the slope of straight line 12c shown in formula (7), it is possible to compute the 
correction value of the gain at any pixel, and it is possible to compute the correction value of 
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the offset at any pixel by computing the intersection point with the Y-axis. By performing the 
process on the stored images when computing the correction value for all the pixels, the 
correction values of gain and offset are computed for all the pixels. Based on these results, it 
is possible to perform gain correction and offset correction for the images captured 
consecutively with camera 101, and it is possible to improve the uniformity of each image. 

[0076] Figure 13 is a flow chart illustrating the process of vehicle-mounted image 

processing device 100 in the fourth embodiment. The process shown in Figure 13 is executed 
by controller 103, parallel to the process described in the first through third embodiments. In 
step S210, based on the output of vehicle speed sensor 105, a decision is made on whether the 
vehicle itself has started operation. If it is determined that the vehicle itself has started 
operation, the process goes to step S220. In step S220, for each lateral line 2c of each of 
stored images 2b stored in history memory 108, the characteristics with the highest luminance 
output and the characteristics with the lowest luminance output are extracted. Then the 
process goes to step S230. 

[0077] In step S230, as explained above, based on the extracted characteristics with 

the highest luminance output value and the characteristics with the lowest luminance output 
value, the FPN correction data of the high luminance and those of the low luminance are 
computed in any lateral line 2c. The process then goes to step S240. In step S240, the FPN 
correction data of high luminance and the FPN correction data of low luminance at any pixel 
are plotted in the graph shown in Figure 12. The formula of straight line 12c that connects the 
two points is computed, and the correction values of the gain and offset at any pixel are 
computed. Then the process goes to step S250. 

[0078] In step S250, a decision is made on whether the process of step S240 has been 

performed for all the pixels present in any lateral line 2c. If it is decided that the process has 
been performed for all the pixels, the process goes to step S260. In step S260, a decision is 
made on whether the processing of steps S220-S250 has been carried out for all stored 
images 2b. If it is decided that the process has not been completed for all stored images 2b, 
the process of steps S220-S250 is repeated until the process is completed for all stored 
images 2b. On the other hand, if it is decided that the processing has been completed for the 
entirety of stored images 2b, the process goes to step S270. 
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[0079] In step S270, based on the computed correction values of the gain and offset 

for each pixel, the gain and offset of the images captured consecutively with camera 101 are 
corrected. Then the process goes to step S280. In step S280, a decision is made on whether 
the prescribed time as the interval for execution of the gain/offset correction treatment has 
elapsed. If it is decided that the prescribed time has not elapsed, the process stops at step 
S280 until the prescribed time elapses. On the other hand, if it is determined that the 
prescribed time has elapsed, the process goes to step S290. In step S290, a decision is made 
on whether the ignition switch of the vehicle is OFF. If it is not OFF, the process returns to 
step S220, and the process is repeated. On the other hand, if it is determined that the ignition 
switch is OFF, the process comes to an end. 

[0080] In the aforementioned fourth embodiment, based on the FPN connection data 

of the high luminance and the FPN correction data of the low luminance at the same pixel, 
the correction values of the gain and offset of the pixel are computed. Consequently, it is 
possible to accurately correct for the scattering of the gain and offset of each pixel. 

[0081] Also, the following modifications can be performed. 

[0082] (1) In the first through fourth embodiments, HPF is applied to the 

characteristics of the luminance output value with respect to the pixel position in the 
horizontal direction in lateral line 2c or 9b, and the high spatial frequency component in the 
horizontal direction in lateral line 2c or 9b is extracted. However, one may also adopt a 
scheme in which a low-pass filter (LPF) is applied to the characteristics of the luminance 
output value with respect to the pixel position in the horizontal direction of lateral line 2c or 
9b, the low spatial frequency component in lateral line 2c or 9b is extracted, and the high 
spatial frequency component in lateral line 2c or 9b is extracted by taking the difference 
between the characteristics of the luminance output value with respect to the pixel position in 
the horizontal direction in lateral line 2c or 9b and the extracted low spatial frequency 
component in lateral line 2c or 9b. 

[0083] (2) In the second embodiment, yawing is detected as behavior of the 

vehicle, and, when yawing takes place for the vehicle, FPN correction is carried out. 
However, one may also adopt the following scheme: for example, the vehicle speed or 
pitching or other vehicle behavior is detected, and, when this vehicle behavior takes place, 
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FPN correction is carried out. In addition, when the vehicle speed or pitching is detected, it is 
necessary to set a separate algorithm for computing storage time AT of the stored images 
corresponding to the state of the vehicle speed and pitching in order to perform FPN 
correction. 



[0084] (3) In the first through third embodiments, the region divided in the 

horizontal direction with respect to stored images 2b or 9a is set as lateral line 2c or 9b, and 
the process of computing of the FPN correction data is executed for each lateral line 2c or 9b. 
However, one may also adopt a scheme in which an image region divided vertically with 
respect to stored images 2b or 9a is set as a longitudinal line, and the process of computing of 
the FPN correction data is executed for each longitudinal line. In this case, in the fourth 
embodiment, too, it is necessary to perform the processing for each longitudinal line. 

[0085] For example, in the second embodiment as explained above with modified 

example (2), when yawing, pitching or other vehicle behavior takes place in the vehicle itself, 
the dividing direction of stored images 2b may be changed corresponding to the detected 
behavior of the vehicle. That is, when yawing takes place in the vehicle itself, since the 
change in the horizontal direction is large in the images captured consecutively with camera 
101, the region divided horizontally with lateral line 2c is captured as the object, and it is 
possible to extract the FPN component based on the more blurred images. On the other hand, 
when pitching takes place, in the images captured consecutively with camera 101, variation 
in the vertical direction is larger, so that by capturing the region divided vertically with the 
longitudinal line as an object, it is possible to extract the FPN component based on the more- 
blurred images. 

[0086] In this way, when the occurrence of yawing in the vehicle itself is detected, 

stored images 2b are divided with lateral line 2c; and, when the generation of pitching in the 
vehicle itself is detected, stored images 2b are divided with the vertical line, and it is possible 
to extract the FPN component with higher precision. 

[0087] (4) With the third embodiment, an example was explained in which to 

calculate the optical flow, after edge extraction processing is performed for the picked-up 
images to obtain edge images, the pixel counter for pixels at which an edge is present is 
updated, the difference in edge presence time at each pixel is calculated by finding the 
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difference in count values for pixel counters corresponding to individual adjacent pixels, and 
the time required for the edge to move by 1 pixel is obtained. However, the method is not 
limited to this and the optical flow could also be calculated using a gradient method or block- 
matching method, which are usual techniques, for example. 

[0088] (5) In the first through fourth embodiments, examples were explained in 

which the front of the vehicle is photographed with camera 101, but the embodiments are not 
limited to these examples and can also be applied to cases in which the rear of the vehicle is 
photographed with camera 101. 

[0089] (6) In the first through fourth embodiments, examples in which vehicle- 

mounted image processing device 100 based on the present invention is carried on a vehicle 
were explained. However, the present invention is not limited to this scheme. It is also 
possible to carry it on other types of moving bodies. 

[0090] In the following, an explanation will be given regarding the corresponding 

relationships between the structural elements of the claims and the embodiments. Camera 101 
corresponds to the image pickup means; image memory 102 corresponds to the storage 
means; controller 103 corresponds to the extracting means, image correction means, storage 
time setting means, behavior detecting means, wiper area extraction means, speed calculation 
means and gain/offset correction means. 

[0091] This application is based on Japanese Patent Application No. 2004-300568, 

filed October 14, 2004 in the Japanese Patent Office, the entire contents of which are hereby 
incorporated by reference, and on Japanese Patent Application No. 2005-098588, filed March 
30, 2005, the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference. 

[0092] Also, the above-mentioned embodiments have been described in order to 

allow easy understanding of the present invention, and do not limit the present invention. On 
the contrary, the invention is intended to cover various modifications and equivalent 
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the appended claims, which scope is to 
be accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all such modifications and 
equivalent structures as is permitted under the law. 



-20- 



